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(Code Kame: 


ileference: 


Jin.clos'ure ; 


(a) Presldcintial. Secret Directive of 4 April 1951 
Bstablj.shing a Psychological Strategy Board, 

(h) Approve:! Role of Psychological Strategy Board under 
4/4/51 Presidential Directive, 

(c) NSC 10/2, 

(d) NSC 20y'4, 

(e) NSC 59/1. 

vf' 

(1) Ccpy of reference (aj, 

(2) Copy of reference (h). 


25X1 


I-,- - - -MISS-I<»? 

To conduct psychol(Dgical operations in pursiiance of prescribed national 
objectives during general hostilities. 


IT,-; DEPm-TimS 

Within the purview of this plan the following definitions shall apply* 
a. PSyCHDI/XJICAI OPERATIONS* Shan include aU activities (other 
than overt types of ecoiaoralc warfare) envisioned under NSC 59/l and lO/g, 
See references (a) and (b). 


NSC review(s) completed. 
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b, MILiaiAEY TEEATEI^ OF OPERATIONS! A so entitled, geographically 
delimited, and competently proclaimed portion of a theater of war necessary 
for military operations, either offensive or defensive, pvirsuant to an 
assigned mission, and for the administration incident to such military 
operations, 

c, JBO COORDINATES This expression means that agencies "coordinated 
with" shall participate actively; that their concurrence shall he sought; 
and that if conctirrence is not obtained, the disputed matter shall he re- 
ferred to the next hi^er authority in which all participants have a voice, 

ITIv - A99lM>n<^ 

That the United Sta,tes and its Allies are engaged in general hostili- 
ties forced upon them hy the USSR or any of its satellites, 

IV^.- - - -NATIOim- -OBJECTIVES OTCSt ^Udi mTSfSkm -IN -ft 
CCamgEKW OF -GEiiaRAIr ilQSTZKETIES 

During a condition of general hostilities United States National Objec- 
tives vis-a-vis the USSR will he, unless modified hy appropriate authority, 
as set forth in Poragra]?h 19 of NSC 20/4; 

"To counter the thireats to our national security and well-being posed 
hy tlie USSR, our general objectives with respect to Russia, in time of 
;peace as well as in tto3 of war, shovad he: 

"a. To reduce the power and influence of the USSR to limits which 
no longer constitute a threat to the peace, national 
il^dependence and stability of the world family of nations. 

"h. To bring about a basic change in the conduct of international 
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relations ty the govemnent in power in Russia, to conform with 
the purposes and principles set forth in the UM Charter. 

"In pursuing these chjectives due care must he taken to avoid perman- 
ently impairing our econcmy and the fundamental values and institutions 

inherent in our way of li.fe." 


V. .- - - mSTG -PKEKCIPhES OF 

1* Psychological ojperations programs are established instruments of 
national policy and shallL, therefore, he consistent with and directed 

toward the achievement of national objectives. 

2. As appropriate, psychological operations and policies and plans 

pertaining thereto shall he cocffdinated with similar operations, policies 
and plans i^t our Allies, 

-OF 

1, The Psychological Strategy Board shall he responsible for: 

(a) the farmulation ancL pronaagation, os guidance to the departments and 
agencies responsible for psychological operations, of over-all national 
psychological objectives, policies and programs, (b) 
and nation ^ of the ruitlonal psychological effort, 

2* The Joint Chiefs of Staff, in conformity with established national 
policy and Psychological Strategy Board guidance, and except as provided 
in paragraphs VI 4 and VI 5 immediately below, shall be responsible for 
planning and execution of U.S, psychological operations in military theaters 

of operations* 
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3, The Departsiient of State, in conforr.iity with established natlonnl 
policy and Psychological Strategy Board.^^dance, and except as provided in 
pfiragraphs VI k and VI 5 Irxiediately below, shall be responsible for the 
planning and execution ojr U,G, psychological operations in areas other than 
military theaters of ope3:ations, 

. h. In situations in which a military theater of operations embraces 
territory of a governraent which exercises civil authority and to which a 
U^S, dipla:iatic mission is accredited, in conformity with established 
national policy and Psychological Strategy Board guidance and except as 
provided in ijaragraph VI 5 imi;^diatcly below! 

a. The Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be responsible for U.S, 
psychological op< 2 rations directed toward enemy, enemy- 
occupied, or alllod-occtqpied territory, 

b. The Department of State shall be responsible for U,^, 
psychological operations directed toward nationals of the 
country concerned, 

c. The Joint Chiefs of Staff shall be responsible for establish- 
ing aricangenents for coordination of psychological cperatlons 
conducted by a theater commander and chiefs of jTiission 
within the theater. 

Covert psycholc'gical operations shall be planned, conducted, and 

coordinated in accordance with NSC 10/2, the pertinent provisions of KSC 
ILLEGIB \ ' ' 1 

and Psychological Strategy Board guidance, 

Ml sBcsdyp 
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■ %J *" 

6* .Psychological opc;rations In areas other than military theaters 
of operations shall he co<3rdinated ■with the Joint Chiefs cjf S-taff "When 

i_f -I ir i, t *• » 

fmeh operations vill directly affect current or future, military actions. 

XV** ’ * ’ * ' 

7, Psychological operations ,i.n nili'bary thea"fcers of operations shall 

T " 

he coordinated •with the Department of State and other U.G. departments and 

agencies lia'vlng psychological operations responsihilitiesjin cases 'where 

theater psychological operations ■will have direct effect outside ■the 

■theater of operations upon current or future psychological operations of the 
^ — - 

‘ departnenti pr g,goncies concerned, 

8, The Psychological Strategy Board shall ons^uro, throu^ the govern- 
ment agency or agencies appropriate in the ins^tant circums'tances, any 
necessary coordination of national psychological operations, policies, or 
plans ■with the appropriate agency or agencies of other government s.- 

9, The Joint Chiefs of Staff shall he responsihlo for any necessary 
coordination pf U.S, psychological operations •VTith similar operations of 
other governments in military theaters of operations, 

10, The Department of State shall ho responsible for any necessary 
coordination of U,S, psychological operations ■with similar operations of 
other governments outside: military theaters of operations, 

11, All government departments and agencies "vrlilch are not else'where 
miintioned in this plan and which arc* or may he assigned responsihillties 
for executing psychological operations outside the U.S, shall! 

a. Adhere to iguidance issued hy the Psychological Stra"fcegy 
Board, 
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! 

; "b. Coordinate their policies and plane with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff for activities in military theaters of operations 
and with the Department of State in areas other than military 
theaters of operations* 

c. Coordinate their operations in the field with the senior 
U,Si military officer in military theaters of operations 
and with the chief of the U,S* diplomatic mission in areas 
other than military theaters of operations,^ 

12, The Central Intislligence Agency shall ensure that ai^ropriate 
intelligence support is provided for U,S, psychological operations and 
that intelligence activities of government departments and agencies in 
this field are properly coordinated, 

Vir.- - - <3R&ANIZATI0IfAL- ICTCTPlSS- 

Informatlon facilltliss and appropriate personnel of the Department of 
State and other overt executing agencies in areas which "become military 
theaters of operations shall be made available to the senior U,3, military 
officer in that theater uader statutory and other competent authority 
during the approximate tioe of military control in that area. Plans for 
orderly transfer, and later return, of Information facilities and approprl« 
ate personnel of the Depacimient of State and other xpveirt' executing agencies 
shall be coordinated by tlbe Psychological Strategy Board, 

TTtX.- - - TTMHyi AiTO- -EXECUTIOI}^ 

1, This basic national psychological operations plan is in effect 
for planning pu3pposes. All government departments and agencies having 
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responsitiilities specifice^Uy aesiGned herein shall, as a natter of hleh 
priority, draft supporting; plans and mke all preparations necessary for 
efficient execution of the; pirovisions herein contained* 

2, TMs plan shall he executed upon Presidential proclamtion that 
a state of general hostiliLties exists vith the USSR and its satellites, 
upon official declaration of war with the USSR and its satellites, or at 
such other tine as the President tiay direct* 
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(cora) 


Tiiu WHIT*;; HOUSE 

liaahington April 4» 1951 


DIRECTIVE. TO: 


The Secretary of State 

The Secretary of Defense 

The Director of Central Intelligence 


It is the purpose of this directive to authorise and provide for 
the more elTective pla,nnlng, coorainatlon ana conduct, '.ri thin the frame- 
work of approved national policies, of psychological operations. 

There is hereby established a Psychological f 
within the purposes and tenas of this directive, for the formulation 
and pLaulgatiS, as fpddance to the departnents and agencies responsiblo 
for psychological operations, of over-all national psychological 
obJeSlve^: proErams, ^nd for th. coordination and evalna- 

tion of the national psychological effort. 

The Board will report to tho National Security Council on the 
Board's activities and on its evaluation of the National psychological 
operations, including implementation of approved objectives, policies 
and programs by the departments and agencies concerned. 

For the purposes of this directive, psychological operations shall 
include all activities (other than overt types of economic warfare) 
envisioned under NSC 59/1 -and NSC 10/2, the operational planning and 
execution of which shall remain, subject to this directive, as therein 
assigned, 


The Board shall be composed ©fj 


The Undersecretary of State, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 
and the Director of Central Intelligence, or, in their absence, 
their appropriate designees} 


b. An approprieite representative of the head of each such *ther 
department or agency of the Government as may, from time to 
time, be determined by the Board, 

The Board sliall designate one of its members as Chairman. 


A representative of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall sit with the 
Board as its principil military adviser in order 

ensure that its objectives, policies and programs shall be related to 
approved plans for military ©perations. 
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There is established under the Board a Director who shall be 
desipnated by the Prosidont and who shall receive compensation of 
416,000 per year. The Director shall direct the activities under the 
Board. In carrying out this responsibility, he shall 


a. 


Be responsible for having prepared the programs, policies, 
reports, and recommendations for the Board’s consideration, 


b. Sit with the Board and be responsible to it for organizing 
its business and for expediting the reaching of decisions. 


c. Promulgate the decisions of the Board, 


d. 


Ascertain the manner in which agreed upon objectives, policie^ 
and programs of the Board are being implemented and coordinated 
among the departments and agencies concerned. 


e. Report thereon and on his evaluation of the national psycho- 
logical operations to the Board together with his recommenda- 
tions, 

f. Perform such other duties necessary to carry out his responsi- 
bilities as the Board may direct. 


The Director, within the limits of funds and personnel made avail- 
able by the Board for this purpose, shall organize and direct a sta 
to assist in carrying out his responsibilities . ^e 
determine the organization and qualifications of the staff, which y 
include individuals employed for this purpose, 

experts, and/or individuals detailed from the participating departments 
and agencies for assignment to full-time duty or on an ad hoc task force 
basis. Personnel detailed for assignment t# duty wder the te^ of 
this directive shall be under the control of the Director, subject o y 
to necessary personnel procedures within their respective departments 
and agencies. 


The participating departments and agencies shall^ afford to the 
Director and the staff such assistance and access to information as 
may be specifically requested by the Director in carrying out his 
assigned duties. 


The heads of the departments and agencies concerned shall examine 
into the present arrangements within their departments and agencies for 
the conduct, direction and coordination of psychological operations 
with a view toward readjusting or strengthening them if necessap to 
carry out the purposes of this directive. The Secretary^ of State is 
authorized to effect such readjustments in the organization established 
under NSC 59/1 as he deems necessary to accomplish the purposes of this 
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This directive does not authorize the Board nor the Director to 
perform any "psycholo^'ical operations". 

In performing its functions, the Board shall utilize to the maximma 
extent the facilities and resources of the participating departments 
and agencies. 


/s/ Harry S. Truman 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL STRATECT BOARD ’ 


28 Septenber 1951 


Role of Psychological Strategy Board 
\inder ^4/51 Presidential Directive 

The President's Directive creates the Psychological Strategy- 
Board to pr o vide psychological operations 

vrithin'^he ?ranework of approved national policies, -|o coordinate the 

_psych ological o ^erat ions_ of all departments and agencies of 'govern-" 

ment’7 ana^o' evaln^G -fche^effectiyeiU3sg, of the national psychological 
effort. '*'* 

The members of the Board are the under Secretary of State, the 
Deputy Secre"bary of Defense, and the Director of Central Intelligence, 

The Director, appointed by the President, sees that the decisions of 
the Board are carried out, A representa-tive of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff sits with tie Board as its principal railitary advisor; and the 
Board may add to its number from time to time appropriate representa- 
tives of the heads of other governmental units. 

The Board is the neiarc-center for strategic psychological operations. 
At the apex of governraont, it provides a fooal point for assuring the 
'planned use 'by all governmental unite of activities to influence the 
opinions, attitudes, emotions and b gh avior of foreign groups in ways 
that will supjiort the achievomont of our approved national ali'.as. Through 
“the Board, the President is enabled to turn to one body, instead of 
many, for a prompt assessment of these psychological operations- — as to 
magnitude, emphasis, pace, effectiveness, and responsibility for execu- 
tion, Thus, a unified Imso is a.f forded from which to take from an enemy 
the initiative in psychological operations. 

The Board itself docs not engago in operations. It is not con- 
cerned with day-to-day problems arising in the psychological field, 
except as they may affect progress toward major strategic objectives. 

The Directive reposes in the Board the responsibility for overall psycho- 
logical policies, objectives, and programs, and their coordination among 
the various departments and agencies; provides for adjustments to bo 
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9/28/51 

nadc by Such dopartnonts and agencies in their existing arrangements 
in this regard; and amends previous National Security Council instruc- 
tions to that extent. 

To cxecuto its roln: 

1. The Board will- prepare, in order to dotemino the framework of 
its action under the Directive, an inventory of thoso approved national 
policies which may directly or indirectly involve psychological opera- 
tions; rocoinmcnding to the appropriate agencies the adoption or dovolop- 
ment of such additional policies as nay directly or indirectly involve 
psychblbgicair .operations.;; 

2. In support of such approved national policies, the Board will 
formulate and promulgate overall policies, programs, and objectives 

for psychological oporationsj including overall siraiogic plans in 
such dotall as to enable operational planning by departments and agen- 
cies. 

3. The Board will stimulate all departments and agencies engaged 
in operations having psychological aspects, to set up effective psycho- 
logical operational plans* 

a. 1:^ assigning to such departments and agencies the 
preparation of psychological operational plans to carry out 
any p"..rt of such ov.^rall strategic plans as to which no 
psychological operational planning has boon initiated; 

b, by reviewing all psychological operational pLans 
already initiated by departments and agendios in order to ^ 
assure that they <arc consistent with such ovurall strategic 
plans, dotGrinin:.i.ng those plans which may be left to the^ 
initiating depc-rtments and agonc.ies without further action 
by the Board and those plans as to which the Board should • 
tako some further action, 

4. The Board will determine as to the various psychological 

operational plans: (l) omph.asis, (2) priority, and (3) pace. 
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5. The Board will coordinate the execution by departments and 
agencies of* all such plans v/ithin the framework of overall strategic 
plans * 

6, The Board will evaluate the programs of departments and agencies 
and their exe cut im through psychological operational plans, in toms 

of effective accomplishment of the national psychplogical effort j selec- 
ting programs and pla.ns for evaduation which are most important to the 
attainment of national objectives. 


(End) 
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